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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: This paper proposes a novel adaptive variable power sliding mode observer-based model predictive control
Mecanum-wheeled mobile robot (AVPSMO-MPC) method for the trajectory tracking of a Mecanum-wheeled mobile robot (MWMR) with external
Model predictive control disturbances and model uncertainties. First, in the absence of disturbances and uncertainties, a model predictive

Sliding mode observer

. . controller that considers various physical constraints is designed based on the nominal dynamics model of the
Trajectory tracking

MWMR, which can transform the tracking problem into a constrained quadratic programming (QP) problem to
solve the optimal control inputs online. Subsequently, to improve the anti-jamming ability of the MWMR, an
AVPSMO is designed as a feedforward compensation controller to suppress the effects of external disturbances
and model uncertainties during the actual motion of the MWMR, and the stability of the AVPSMO is proved
via Lyapunov theory. The proposed AVPSMO-MPC method can achieve precise tracking control while ensuring
that the constraints of MWMR are not violated in the presence of disturbances and uncertainties. Finally,
comparative simulation cases are presented to demonstrate the effectiveness and robustness of the proposed

method.
1. Introduction control approaches, model predictive control (MPC) is an optimal
control approach, which can effectively deal with various system con-
The Mecanum-wheel mobile robot (MWMR) is a kind of omnidi- straints. Note that it is necessary to consider physical constraints to
rectional mobile robot with four Mecanum wheels, which has excellent achieve the desired control effect [12].

stability and mobility [1-3]. In recent years, the applications of MWMR
in many fields have increased demand, such as industrial transporta-
tion, scientific research, home use and etc [4-6]. Trajectory tracking
control is the key to enabling the system to autonomously achieve
the desired state [7,8]. However, the MWMR is a nonlinear system
with various constraints, making precise tracking control difficult to

Owing to its ability to handle various complex constraints, MPC is
widely used in robot control [13-15]. To simultaneously satisfy state
and input constraints, a model-predictive fault-tolerant controller was
designed for the tracking mission of the MWMR [16]. In [17], an
algorithm that incorporates the learned barrier function into nonlin-

achieve [9]. ear MPC was proposed for multiple nonholonomic wheeled mobile

To overcome these control difficulties, a variety of control algo- robots to ensure the robots’ safe navigation. A robust MPC method
rithms have been developed for the trajectory tracking control of the was developed to implement trajectory tracking control and simulta-
MWMR, such as sliding mode control [10] and fuzzy control [11]. neously deal with various constraints of the MWMR [18]. In [19],
In [10], an adaptive integral terminal sliding mode control algorithm a hierarchical MPC structure was presented, which simultaneously
was proposed for trajectory tracking in the MWMR. To improve the considers the non-minimal phase property of their newly designed
movement accuracy and stability of the MWMR, a fuzzy adaptive pro- wheeled bipedal robot, achieving precise pose tracking. In addition, a

portion integration differentiation control method was presented and
experimentally verified [11]. Although these studies performed well,
they were not optimal control algorithms. Compared to non-optimal

distributed MPC was designed to form multiple MWMRs with variable
relative configurations [20]. Although MPC can effectively address
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the constraint problem of mobile robots, it often relies on accurate
model information [21]. When the robot model is not accurate, MPC
may fail to achieve the desired control effect [22]. It is well known
that the MWMR has a precise and complicated wheel-train structure;
therefore, mechanical errors may lead to model uncertainties. Addi-
tionally, the control performance of most motion systems is affected
by unknown disturbances that may exist in various real-world environ-
ments [23-25]. Most existing research on MWMR uses only the nominal
model; however, the kinematics and dynamics of mobile robots can
be perturbed by disturbances and uncertainties [26,27]. To achieve
precise control, it is particularly important to consider the unknown
disturbances and model uncertainties [28].

To solve these control problems, many scholars have conducted in-
depth studies and proposed various solutions [29]. The sliding mode
observer (SMO) is generally regarded as a powerful method. A con-
trol strategy based on SMO can effectively eliminate the influence of
unknown disturbances and improve the control performance of the
system [30]. In the study reported in [31], a novel control method
based on a sliding mode disturbance observer was studied for the
tracking problem of robot manipulators with model uncertainties and
disturbances. Furthermore, a robust predictive controller based on a
sliding mode disturbance observer was designed for permanent-magnet
synchronous motor drive systems [32]. However, the discontinuous
signum function introduced by the traditional SMO inevitably leads to
high-frequency chattering of the system [33-35]. Due to their charac-
teristics of reaching a stable state within a limited time and weaken
the influence caused by chattering, high-order SMOs have attracted
extensive attention from researchers [36]. In the study reported in [37],
a closed-loop control strategy based on a fuzzy second-order SMO was
adopted to realize the trajectory tracking control of a two-link robot. To
suppress chattering, in [38], a super-twisting algorithm was introduced
in the design of the SMO to approximate unknown disturbances, which
improved the control effect of the system. It should be noted that high-
order SMO greatly improves the control performance, but can weaken
chattering only to a certain extent. Introducing a saturation function
is an effective method for eliminating the effects of chattering [39].
In [40], a speed control strategy based on the SMO was investigated,
in which the signum function was replaced with a sigmoid function
based on a variable boundary layer. Moreover, an adaptive sliding
mode control method was designed to realize the trajectory tracking
control of differential-driving mobile robots with uncertain parameters
by introducing a saturation function into the reaching law [41]. In
[42], to improve the robustness of the system, a saturation function was
introduced in the SMO design to eliminate the influence of chattering,
and an adaptive sliding mode strategy was proposed to improve the
tracking accuracy and response rate of the system. The above research
results indicate that the SMO-based control algorithm can improve the
anti-jamming capabilities and achieve a better control performance.
However, to the best of our knowledge, although there have been a lot
of research results, a trajectory tracking method that simultaneously
considers the constraints and unknown disturbances of MWMR has not
yet been fully studied. Inspired by the above research results, a model
predictive control strategy based on a sliding mode observer (SMO-
MPCQ) is beneficial for designing a tracking controller that considers
these factors.

In this paper, an improved adaptive variable power SMO-based MPC
algorithm is proposed to perform the desired trajectory tracking control
for the MWMR with disturbances and uncertainties. By using the ability
of the sliding mode observer based on adaptive variable power reaching
law (AVPSMO) to estimate the lumped disturbances of the system,
a feedforward compensation controller based on MPC is designed to
suppress the effects of lumped disturbances. The proposed AVPSMO-
MPC can improve tracking performance and robustness. The novelty of
this study lies in the following aspects:

(1) The proposed method can deal with not only kinematic con-
straints but also dynamic constraints.
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Fig. 1. The model of the Mecanum-wheeled mobile robot.

(2) Compared with traditional MPC, AVPSMO-MPC can not only deal
with physical constraints effectively but also eliminate the effects
of unknown disturbances and uncertainties.

(3) Compared with the traditional observer, the proposed AVPSMO
can eliminate the influence of chattering and improve the con-
vergence rate.

2. Problem formation

The MWMR is mainly composed of four Mecanum wheels which can
be driven by independent motors. The Mecanum wheel has two degrees
of freedom, namely the rotation around the axle and the translation in
the direction orthogonal to the axis of the roller. By controlling the
rotate velocity and steering of the four wheels, the robot can achieve
omnidirectional movement.

2.1. Kinematics of MWMR

The motion schematic of the robot is shown in Fig. 1, where XOY
and X 0,Y, respectively represent the inertial coordinate system and
robot coordinate system. We can express the resultant velocities of the
wheels in the robot frame as:

Vix = Vim + Vir cos(e;), )
Viy = Vigsin(@),
where a; = a4 = 45° and a, = a3 = —45° denote the offset angle of

the rollers; V;, and Vj, represent the resultant velocities of the wheels
along the x-axis and y-axis respectively, while V;, and V. represent
the tangential velocities of the free moving roller and the translational
velocities of the wheels respectively, i = 1,2,3,4. Define the distances
between the wheels with the center of robot as L and /. Then, the
correlation between the velocities of wheels and robot body can be
established as:

Vix -l Vly L
Vax | [Vay L

= = 2
Vi vy + @ | Vi vy + | (2)
Vix vy -L

where the vector [vy, vy, o]" represent the velocities of the robot along
Xqs ¥q and the rotation velocity around the geometric center of the
body.

By solving Egs. (1) and (2), we can obtain the relation between the
body velocities of the MWMR and the angular velocities of four wheels
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can be calculated as:

wy
UX w
_ 2
vy |=Jd; w | 3
Wy
where
1 1 1 1
J.=21-1 1 1 -1 )
4l L oo
I+L I+L I+L I+L

Jacobian matrix. The variable r is the radius of the
Mecanum wheels, while [w,, w,, w5, w,]T denote the velocities of four
wheels.

denotes the

Then, the nominal kinematics model of the robot can be written as:

X cos(p) —sin(p) 0| vy
y|=|sin(g) cos(p) Of|vy], 5)
@ 0 0 1] @

where [x, y, ]T denotes the position and direction angle of robot in the
inertial coordinate system.

2.2. Dynamics of MWMR

The nominal dynamics model of MWMR without considering fric-
tion can derived by using Lagrange equation. The kinetic energy equa-
tion of MWMR is given as follow [43]:

1 1 1 a0 an  an
K = Em(v)z( + u§) + Eszz + EJw(@f +03+02+02), (6)
where §; = ;, i = 1,2,3,4; m denotes the total mass of the MWMR; J,
and J, denote the MWMR moment and the wheels moment of inertia
around their center of revolution. Noted that viscous friction can cause
certain energy loss:

1 o an
D= §D9(912 +03+03+6)), )
where D, represents the viscous friction coefficient between the wheels
and the road surface during robot movement. The Lagrangian function

is expressed as:
L=K-V, (€©))

where V' = 0 represents the potential energy of the robot in the plane
of motion. Then, the use of the Lagrangian function yields [9]:

oDy Y1, 02
At - f) - —== 1
(t- 50
4
0 A(m(vy + v3) + J,0* + J, T, 67) ©
T ot 00
4
Am(vy +v3) + J,0* + J, X, 67)
20

where 0 = [6,,6,,05,0,]T; f represents the static friction; The vector
T = [11,7,,73,74]* denotes the external generalized force generated by
the DC motor corresponding to the four wheels.

Substituting (3), (5) into (9), one obtains:

T=MO+Dyo+f, 10)
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where
Aj +B;+J, - B; B Aj - B
Mo -B; Aj+ B+, A; - B; B;
B; A;j - B; Aj+Bj+1J, -B; ’
Aj - Bj —Bj —Bj Aj + Bj +J,
A = ”’_’2 .= JZ_'J
J 8 7 16+

1)

Differentiating (2) and substituting (1), (10), the nominal dynamics
model of the robot can be written as:

j == T @) (@) + Dgd " (@)M™'J ;
; (@) (@) + Dy J " (@) (@) ; 12)

+rI @M (- f)

where J*¥(p) and J(¢) respectively represent the generalized inverse
and the derivative matrix of J(¢), and

Vasin(g,) —V2cos(p,) —(I+ L)

Sy = | V2@ Vasiny) (4 D)
\/Ecos(rpa) \/Esin((pa) -+D) (13)
Vasin(@,) —V2cos(p,)  (I+ L)

Ca=0+ %.

Defining a state variable x = [x,y, ¢, x,y,¢]T and system control
input u, the system state equation of MWMR can be obtained as follow:

X = Ax + Bu, a9
where

0 E
A . RGXG

[o ~TH @I @) + DT M T(@))| < 15

e R6X4

0
rdt(@)M™!

and E represents the identity matrix of the corresponding dimension.

Moreover, it is well known that to realize desired control effect,
unknown disturbances and model uncertainties need to be considered.
In order to derive the kinematic model of MWMR in the presence of ex-
ternal disturbances and model uncertainties, the following assumption
need to be made:

Assumption 1. The unknown disturbances and model uncertainties in
the system are all bounded.

Then, the relationship between body velocities and the velocities of
wheels considering the unknown disturbances and model uncertainties
can be written as follows:

w

vy ol [/

v l=Jde| 2+ Sy | (16)
ws

C() LU4 f(l)

where [fy, fy. £,]T denotes the lumped disturbances including unknown
disturbances and model uncertainties in different velocity directions of
the robot centroid. Then, the kinematic model can be written as:

wy

X cos(p) —sin(p) O w Ix
y|=|sin(@) cos@) Of[J| Z[+]fy a7
' 0 0 1 Iy
® w, »
Remark 1. Most control algorithms for MWMR can use the nomi-

nal kinematics model (5) to achieve ideal trajectory tracking control;
however, the effects of lumped disturbances cannot be ignored in
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practical implementations. The main purpose of this paper is to design
a composite controller consisting of a nominal MPC and feedforward
AVPSMO, to eliminate the influence of lumped disturbances and ensure
that the system constraints are not destroyed. The nominal MPC uses
the nominal dynamics model (14) to obtain an ideal tracking trajectory
without considering the disturbances and uncertainties. The AVPSMO
is designed to approximate unknown terms, to realize disturbance
compensation and eliminate the influence of lumped disturbances.

3. Model predictive control

The essence of MPC is a rolling optimization algorithm. At each sam-
pling instant, the MPC needs to solve the optimization problem online
iteratively to obtain the control sequence. In this section, the nominal
dynamics model (12) of the robot is used to design the model predictive
controller. The discrete expression of system (14) is as follows:

X1 = Gpxy + Hyuy, 18)
where
G,=(E+TA), H,=TB. 19

The notation T is the sampling time. Define N, and N, as the
prediction horizon and control horizon of the system, respectively.
Then, the following cost function can be formulated:

Np Nc—1
— 2 2
T =0 Xy = Py 1y + 2 I Ay 12 (20)
J=1 Jj=0

where Q and P denote positive definite matrix of corresponding di-
mension. The notation x,;, and r;,;, denote the predicted state and
the set desired value at instant k + j respectively. The input increment
vector Auy jix = Upyjjx—Ug4—11k> Where u, ;, is the control input vector
at time instant k + j.

Then, define the following prediction sequence:

£, A1xT 4T T T ¢« R6N,
Xy =X e X - xk+N il ER
F AT T T o R6Np
T = Mo T -+ k+N \k] eR 21)
i A [ T T T ]T c R4Nc
k k|k’ k+1|k’ oW N1k
- T ~ 4N,
Ay =[a uk\k’Auk+l|k"' A"k+1v _ipl ERTe
subject to
xn < _k < xmax’
u i < '_‘k < l‘_lmax’ (22)
Ay, <A <A T,

where X ins Xmaxs @mins #maxs A @min and A @, are the corresponding
lower and upper bounds of variables. Then, the prediction of states at
the future moment can be calculated as:

Xppije = GuXpgi + H g

X2k = Gro1Xiqn + Hpprig i (23)
Xk+Nplk = Gk+Np—1xk+Np—l|k + Hk+Np—1uk+NP—1|k
Then, Eq. (23) can be rewritten as the follow compact form:
Xe=Mx + N +Z, Ay, 24
where
G,
GG
M, - 1Ok € ROVP6,
=i=k+Np-1
Hi:k Gi
H)
Hi,+G H,
N, = :
i=k+Np—1 —i= k+Np 1
Hk+Np—1 + " GiHi++11._ et Np— k+Np=2
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< RONpx4
H,
H,+ Gk+1Hk
Z, =
—i=k+N,— =, k+N -1
Hk+N S+ k+1p 'G, Hk+ ~+1I, k+N lGin+Np—2
0
0
—i=, k+N ’ —i=k+N,—
P~
Hk+N a1+ —k4+N, HG Hyn+ -+ —k+Np— Gin+Np—2
= R(’NpX4NC. (25)

The notation ﬁ means multiplying to the left. Then, the cost func-
tion (20) can be transformed into the following optimization problem:

minJ (k) = [|Myx, + Ny + Z 8 g = Fillg + 1| 2 @15 (26)

subjected to

xl

in <M x; + N+ Z; Adly < Xppays
w<U +Eam, <
Al mmSA”k <Au

27)

=I

max >

max?
where

Ui =1y, Quy_y € R,
E 0 - 0
Eo| EOE 0| panoan, (28)
E E E E
The problem (26) can be transformed into a constrained QP problem
as follows:

min % A ﬁzy Ay + k' A iy, (29)

subject to

W am, <h, (30)

where
Yy =2Z]QZ, + P) € R¥N4Ne,
k=2Z]Q(M;x; + Nuy_| —F) € R,
Zk
- Zk
E

12N, 416N )x4N,
e R( P c) c,

|

(=]
(=]
=]

€ R4NAN,

e}
I
o
- O
—
o
(=)

0O 0 - 1
Xmax — M X — Nyuy_
_xmin + M x; + Ny
Umax Uk 1

min + Uk—l

A ﬁmax

— Al

=31

(31)

€ RIZNp+I6N,

‘min
4. Sliding mode observer

In this section, an improved AVPSMO is designed to approximate
the lumped disturbances in the kinematics model of robot. And use the
disturbance estimations to eliminate the influence of disturbances on
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the system to improve the robustness of the system. The kinematics

model (17) can be rearranged as:

z=Bv+Df, (32)
where
cos(p) —sin(p) O] 1 1 1 1
B= 7lsin(@  cos(e)  Of| -1 1 1 -1,
-1 1 -1 1
0 0 |l - = —
I+L  I+L  I+L  I+L (33)
cos(p) —sin(p) O
D =|sin(p) cos(p) Of,
0 0 1

v=[w, w, wy wy]" and z = [x y ¢]T. Then, the sliding surface can be
designed as:

s=z—2, (34)

where s = [s1,5,,5;]T, and 2 = [%,,¢]" denote the estimate value
of the position and direction angle. Then, the adaptive variable power
reaching law can be designed as:

§=—K;s— (K, + Ks|s|* + K,|s|*2)sat(s), (35)

where sat(s) £ [sat(s), sat(s,), sat(s;)]T, in which the saturation func-

1, sifx>1

si/xs  —1<si/x <1
-1,

tion sat(s;),i = 1,2,3 can be designed as: sat(s;) =
sifx <-—1

x > 0 is the thickness of the boundary layer. Moreover, A, =
diag(4;y, 412, 413) and 4, = diag(4,, Ay, 4,3) are the corresponding
variable exponential power matrices, and

Ay £, - E - tanh(|s|%)|s| + n, E,

A 2 0.5(1;E + E) + 0.5(n3 E — E)sgn(|s| — E),
Is;] O 0
Is|2] 0 Is)] O |,
0 0 |ssl
syl 0 0
sl &1 0 %2 0 |, (36)
0 0 s3]
tanh(|s;|%) 0 0
tanh(|s|’) £ 0 tanh(|s,|?) 0 ,
0 0 tanh(|s;]°)
sgn(|s;| - 1) 0 0
sgn(|s| - E) £ 0 sgn(|s,| — 1) 0 ,
0 0 sgn(ls3| =1

in which n; > 1,0 <#, < 1,73 > 1, ¢ is a constant going to infinity and
K, = diag(k,(, kp, kj3),1=1,2,3,4 is appropriate positive definite matrix.
The adaptive laws of K, can be designed as:

i i ; [ Aoyt
ki = éls%’ kyy =¢ysysat(sy), | kyy =yl |7, | kyy = oyls |7,
; 2 ) i I+l ) .
kip = &85, koo = G85p5a1(sy), § k3o = Ka|85]"127, § kyy = 05,27,
i i i A+l i Ayy+1
kiy =&s3, | koy = 63838a1(s3), | ka3 = iess3 0™, | kyy = o3]s5]",

37

where &, ¢;, k; and o; are all positive constants.

Remark 2. The novel reaching law (35) can significantly improve the
convergence rate whether the sliding surface s is close to or far from
zero. When [s;| > 1, 4y; = ny|s;|+m,, 4»; = 3, all terms play an important
role in accelerating convergence. When |s;| < 1,4;; = m, 4y; = 1, the
reaching rate is equal to a quick power reaching rate.

Then, the AVPSMO can be designed as:

2= Bv+K;s+ (K, + K5|s|M + K,|s|*2)sat(s) (38)
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By subtracting (38) from (32), the observation error can be obtained

as:

§=Df — K s — (K, + K;|s|M + K,|s|*2)sat(s) (39)
Once the system reaches the sliding surface, then

s=5=0 (40)
Combining (39) and (40), yields

F =D [K s+ (K, + Kss|M + Ky|s|*2)sat(s)] (41)

Theorem 1. For the robot system (32), the unknown disturbances and
uncertainties of the robot can be accurately estimated by the AVPSMO (38).

Proof. Define k,;,kp,, k5 are the corresponding nominal values of
k, . kp, k3. Then, choose the following Lyapunov function:
1 2
—k;.
20.’_ 4i

1
Vl-zzs[z+

1 -»
—k{. +
25[ 1i

1 22
—k5. +
2§[ 2i

1 52
_k3i+

2 (42)

where 7<,,- =k, —k;,1=1,2,3,4, and i = 1,2,3. Obviously, the function
V; is positive definite. Define dg, = Df = [dygis» dogis» d3gis] - Then,
differentiating Eq. (42) with respect to time yields
V=585 + 5/27‘11' + s;5at(s ko, + 1511 kg + ;12 &y,
= 5;[d;gis — kjs; — kysat(s;) — ks |s;|isat(s;)
- k4l-|sl-|’12f sat(s;)] + sl.zic” + s;5at(s;)ky;
+ s 1A K + 15,12
= 5;[dygis — k|5, "sat(s;) — ky;|s; |2 sat(s,)]
- sl.zl_c“ — s;sat(sk,; + |s,-|’1"+1k3,~
+ |52t ]y,
< 5ildsgis — kils; | Misat(s,) — kyls; 1% sat(s;)]
— sysat(sky; + 5,11 Ky, + ;172 ky,

< |5idigis| — keagls; |11t [sat(s))| — kyls; 17241 [sat(s,)]

(43)

— s;sat(s)ky; + ;|17 ks + |52 ey
Note that when [s;| > y,i = 1,2,3, yields

Vi < Isilldigis] — kg ls; 1M1t [sat(s)| — kg ls;1%2+1 [sat(s,)]

— sysat(sky; + 5,11 kg, + 5,172 ky, (44
= |5;l1d;gis| — s;5at(s))ky;

= Isilldjqis| — |Si|7€2i

According to Assumption 1, it can be deduced that dg;, is bounded,
so the nominal values of definite matrix K, can be designed to make
|d,gis] < ko;,i = 1,2,3. In this case, it is easy to prove V; < 0, indicating
that all sliding mode variables s;,i = 1,2,3 can converge to the inside
of boundary layer. When the thickness of boundary layer goes to zero,
the sliding mode variable s; converge to zero. Therefore, the system is
stable.

This ends the proof. []

Remark 3. To improve the performance of the observer, this paper
has made the following improvements to the AVPSMO: (i) The variable
power reaching law that combines the advantages of the double power
reaching law and the exponential reaching law is introduced. (ii) In
the observer design, through the boundary layer design, the saturation
function is introduced to replace the traditional signum function to
eliminate the chattering of the output of the observer. (iii) The variable
exponential power reaching law can adapt to the variation of the
sliding variable s and can be adjusted adaptively, so as to ensure a fast
convergence rate in the whole process.
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5. Analysis and calculation of control parameters on the effect of
system robustness

By optimizing the constrained QP problem (29), the optimal input
control increment A @, can be obtained, and then optimal input @,
can be solved. Therefore, at time instance k, the velocity acting on the
robot motor after compensation by the output of AVPSMO (41) can be
calculated as

w| [wk-1) uy (k) o

W) | _|wak = |m | [ a5

wy ()| stk = | wyk)| " ;Yiki 4%

wy k)| [witk=1) uy(k) o

where
1 -1 —a+D)

1t 1 a+D

=2 —(I+1L) (46)

1 -1 (+L)

is the generalized inverse matrix of J,. Then, at the kth time instance,
the kinematic model with disturbances and uncertainties can be written
as:

0] ooid I PACS

J) [ = Dy [T 20+ | Ay (47)

(k) e I AT

Y wythy | Ve

where
[cos[p(k)]  —sin[p(k)] O

Dy =|sin[pk)]  cos[p(k)] Of. (48)
| 0 0 1

Substituting Eq. (45) into Eq. (47) yields

EG) v [ fxk)

k) | = Dy [ oy [ +] Fyk) || (49)

| (k)| k)| [ fok)

where

(S0 [HB] [k

Ty [ = fy(k) | =| £y k) (50)

L fot]  [fo)] St

are the estimated errors of lumped disturbances.

Remark 4. In accordance with Assumption 1, notwithstanding the tem-
poral variability in lumped disturbances, the designed AVPSMO (41)
can accurately estimate the value of f under the condition that |d, 4| <
ky;,i = 1,2,3, thereby ensuring the robustness of the system. Therefore,
it can be proved that the proposed AVPSMO-MPC algorithm in this
paper can effectively eliminate the influence of lumped disturbances
f and achieve fast and stable tracking control.

The AVPSMO-MPC principle of an MWMR is shown in Fig. 2. The
proposed control method is implemented as follows: (1) The nominal
dynamics model (14) and the actual kinematics model considering
lumped disturbances (17) of the robot are established, respectively. (2)
Based on the nominal dynamics model, the model Predictive controller
is designed and transformed into a constrained QP problem (29). (3)
The constrained QP problem (29) is solved to obtain the optimal
control input of the robot. (4) Based on the AVPSMO (41), the lumped
disturbances are estimated. (5) According to the estimates in Step 4, the
velocities acting on the motor of the follower robot are compensated
using Eq. (45). (6) The position information of the reference and
follower robots is updated, and the tracking error is calculated. (7)
Moving to the next time step and returning the current state value.
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6. Simulation results

In this section, to demonstrate the performance of the proposed
AVPSMO-MPC algorithm with disturbances and uncertainties consid-
ered, two comparative simulation cases are performed based on Matlab.
In both simulation cases, the parameters of follower robot R and
virtual reference robot R, are the same. The parameters are set to:
r = 0.05m,L = 035 m,/ = 025 m. The total control time T, of the
system is 160 s and the sampling time T is 0.1 s.

6.1. Tracking rectangular reference trajectory

In the first simulation case, the proposed AVPSMO-MPC method
in this paper and the traditional MPC algorithm are respectively used
to control the robot to track a rectangular reference trajectory under
the same situation. The parameters of the model predictive controller
are chosen as: N, =5 N. =20 = diag(100, 100, 100, 50, 50, 50),
P =diag(1,1,1,1,1,1). The parameters of AVPSMO (41) are set to: e, =
&6 =6=02,¢=¢=6=01k =k, =k3=02,0) =0, =03 =0.1,
n = 13,n, = 03,13 = 1.6, y = 1. The lumped disturbances are set to
f = [0.08 sin(0.2¢) +0.04 cos(0.1¢), 0.08 cos(0.17), 0.04 sin(0.21)]T. Moreover,
consider the following constraints:

[—6,-6,-6,—6]" <u, <[6,6,6,6], 6D
[-0.5,-0.5,-0.5,-0.5]T <A u, <[0.5,0.5,0.5,0.5]".

The angular velocities of four wheels of the virtual robot are given
as:

0< T, <40, 40 < T, < 80, 80 < T, <120, 120 < T, < 160,
wy, =2rad/s, | w,, =2 rad/s, w,, =—2rad/s, | w, =-2rad/s,
Wy, =2 rad/s, § wy = =2 rad/s, § w, = -2 rad/s, § w, =2 rad/s,
wy =2 rad/s, | wy, =-2rad/s, | wy =—-2rad/s, | wy =2rad/s,

wy, =2 rad/s, | wy =2 rad/s, wy = =2 rad/s, | wy =—2rad/s.

(52)

The initial positions and orientation angles of robots R, and R are
set to (xp, ¥p, @;) = (5 m,3 m,0 rad) and (x,y,9) = (4 m,3.2 m,0 rad),
respectively. The trajectories are shown in Fig. 3. From Fig. 3 and
its partial enlarged figure, it is easy to find that the AVPSMO-MPC
algorithm can make robot follow the reference trajectory completely.
However, the trajectory exhibits a certain error with respect to the
reference trajectory when only the MPC method is used. It is shown that
the AVPSMO-MPC method can eliminate the influence of disturbances
and improve the accuracy of trajectory tracking. The tracking errors of
the system are shown in Fig. 4. It is evident that all the errors fully
converge to zero when the AVPSMO-MPC method is used, whereas
certain errors persist when the traditional MPC method is used.

Fig. 5 shows the estimations of the lumped disturbances. Although
the lumped disturbances change irregularly, the designed AVPSMO
can still estimate the disturbance value quickly and accurately with
almost no estimation error or chattering. The actual angular velocities
between the wheels and the ground can be defined as [0, , @5, 05, Wy]".
Combining Eq. (45) to Eq. (50), yields

o0 w0
‘ £x0)
2,00 _| i)

= J k) |. 53
@3(0) ws(k) o ;Y((k; >
240|  |wytl)

The coupling constraint relationship between the angular velocities
of the four wheels [18] is shown in Fig. 6. It can be found that the
coupling constraint of the velocity is always maintained during the
entire tracking process. The actual angular velocities of the four wheels
are shown in Figs. 7-10. When the AVPSMO-MPC method is used, the
velocities of the four wheels can fully converge to the desired velocities;
however, the effect of the MPC method is not ideal.
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Fig. 2. Block diagram of the proposed AVPSMO-MPC algorithm.
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§ P & Jectory 8 Fig. 6. The velocity constraint verification.

6.2. Tracking S-shaped reference trajectory order to verify the disturbance rejection ability of the proposed method,

the disturbance values are different in each simulation experiment.

In the second simulation case, 30 times independent repeated sim- Comparative analysis with latest high-impact methods [39,42,44,45]

ulation experiments are conducted, where the follower is tasked with
tracking a reference robot from various initial setpoints. Moreover, in

are illustrated to prove the superiority of the proposed AVPSMO-MPC.
The methods in literature [39,42,44,45] can be expressed as follows:
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» The double power sliding mode observer (DPSMO) in [39]: The
double power reaching law is given as § = —K;s — Kjsat(s) —
K3|s|51Esat(s) — K4|s|SZEsat(s). Then, the observer can be designed
as 2 = Bv + K s + Kysat(s) + K5|s|' Esat(s) + K,|s|2Esat(s), where
0<é€; <1, e >1 and the definition of other parameters are consistent
with those described in Eq. (36).

o The sliding mode disturbance observer (SMDO) in [42]: The
reaching law is given as § = —Ks — K,sat(s). Then, the observer can
be designed as 2 = Bv + K s + K,sat(s), where K, and K, are positive
definite.

o The adaptive terminal sliding mode disturbance observer
(ATSMDO) in [44]: The sliding surface is given as s = e+ K e+ Kzé%,
where e = z — 2. The reaching law is given as § = K3s + K,sgn(s).
Then, the observer can be designed as 2 = Bv + f, where f = (K, +
%Kzé(m%’) I'[e+ K5s + K sgn(s)] + &. K, K,, K5 and K, are positive

definite, and 2n > m > n > 0. & = p[K, + %Kzé@]s as an adaptive
gain, where p is a positive constant. The definition of other parameters
are consistent with those described in Eq. (36).

« The new extended state observer (NESO) in [45]: The observer can
be designed as 2 = Bv + %, where g(-) is a odd continuous function,
e < 1 is a small positive constant.

Define the number of experiments as n, = 1,2,...,30, the initial
states of robot R, and R are set to (x.,y,,¢;) = (5 m,3 m,0 rad) and
(x,y,9) = ((4-0.01n,) m, (2—-0.01n,) m, 0 rad), respectively. The angular
velocities of four wheels of the virtual robot are given as:

80 < T, < 160,
wy, = 1.5 rad/s,
wy, = 1 rad/s,
ws, = 1.3 rad/s,
wy, = 1.2 rad/s,

0<T, <80,
wy, = 1.2 rad/s,
wy, = 1.3 rad/s,
ws, = 1 rad/s,
wyy = 1.5 rad/s,

(54

The parameter settings of MPC are the same as in the first simulation
case. The parameter settings of the observers are as follows:

« DPSMO: K, =3E,K, = E, K; =3E,K; = E, ¢, = 1.5, 6, = 0.5;

« SMDO: K, =3E, K, = E;

*« ATSMDO: K| =E,K, =0.1E, K; =3E,K;,=005E, m=2,n=1,
p=0.07;

« NESO: g(e) = e, £ = 0.1;

« AVPSMO: &) = &) =63 = 02,61 =¢ =¢3 =02,k =k, = k3 =
02,06, =0,=03=0.1,n, =15,7, =0.1 and n; = 1.5.

Under the above parameter settings, thirty times tracking experi-
ments are performed using DPSMO-MPC, SMDO-MPC, ATSMDO-MPC,
NESO-MPC and AVPSMO-MPC, respectively. In the n,th experiment,
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Fig. 11. Comparisons of the integral absolute tracking errors from 30 tracking
experiments.

the lumped disturbances are set to: f = 0.0ln.[fy, fys f,IT, where
Jx =05+0.55in(0.51), fy = sin(0.07r) + 0.5 cos(0.051) and f,, = sin(0.17) +
0.5 cos(0.51).

To evaluate the tracking performance of DPSMO-MPC, SMDO-MPC,
ATSMDO-MPC, NESO-MPC and AVPSMO-MPC, the integral absolute
tracking errors (IAE) and integral absolute disturbance estimation er-
rors from 30 tracking experiments are shown as boxplots in Fig. 11 and
Fig. 12, respectively. These boxplots intuitively demonstrate that the
IAE corresponding to the proposed AVPSMO-MPC method is smaller
and more centralized than those of the other algorithms. Notably,
Fig. 11 signifies that the proposed strategy has a better tracking per-
formance, and Fig. 12 substantiates that the proposed AVPSMO-MPC
can more accurately estimate disturbances, thereby demonstrating the
robustness of the algorithm. It is evident that the proposed algo-
rithm excels in disturbance suppression and exhibits excellent tracking
performance for various setpoints.

In addition, we record the results of one of the comparative sim-
ulation cases in detail. The tracking results and the integral absolute
tracking errors for the S-shaped trajectory with above five controllers
are shown in Fig. 13 and Fig. 14, respectively. Although each of the five
control algorithms have good control effect, the AVPSMO-MPC method
proposed in this paper has a smaller tracking error. The estimated dis-
turbance values and the integral absolute disturbance estimation errors
are shown in Fig. 15 and Fig. 16, respectively. In the 30 simulation
cases, the AVPSMO is generally able to converge within 2s. Moreover,
as shown in Figs. 15-16, AVPSMO-MPC has superior accuracy in terms
of disturbance estimation compared with other algorithms.

From the above comparative simulation cases, the following conclu-
sions can be made:

(1) Compared with the traditional MPC method, the proposed
AVPSMO-MPC strategy can realize more stable tracking control
in the presence of disturbances and uncertainties, and can ensure
that various constraints are not violated;

(2) The AVPSMO designed in this paper can quickly and accurately
approximate unknown lumped disturbances. Moreover, the effect
of chattering is almost completely eliminated;

(3) In repeated simulation experiments, each experiment is inde-
pendent with different setpoints and disturbances. The proposed
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Fig. 13. Trajectory tracking result of S-shaped trajectory.

AVPSMO-MPC consistently demonstrates its ability to effectively
suppress disturbances and achieve precise and stable tracking in
the aforementioned situations.

7. Conclusion

Aiming at the tracking control problem of the MWMR under the in-
fluence of unknown disturbances and model uncertainties, an AVPSMO-
MPC algorithm is proposed in this paper. First, considering various
physical constraints, the unmeasurable lumped disturbance is incorpo-
rated into the nominal model, and a control problem with trajectory
tracking and disturbance rejection is established. To eliminate the effect
of model error caused by external disturbances and uncertainties, an
AVPSMO is introduced to approximate the disturbance online. The
proposed observer can adaptively adjust the reaching law parameter
based on observation errors. The stability and robustness of the de-
signed sliding mode observer are rigorously proven. On this basis, a
model predictive controller is designed for the tracking control of the
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Fig. 15. Estimations of lumped disturbances.

MWMR. Finally, the effectiveness and robustness of the proposed con-
trol algorithm is verified by comparative simulation cases. Simulation
results indicate that the proposed AVPSMO-MPC method effectively
suppresses tracking errors caused by the lumped disturbances, improves
the performance of tracking control, with faster response compared
with other methods.

Future research may focus on predictive control for more different
application scenarios. For example, learning predictive control theory
and method for time-delay systems, and communication constrained
and event triggered distributed learning control.
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